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RAPPORT  DE  MONSIEUR  L’OFFICIE.R 
DE  LA  SANTE  PUBLIQUE,  1923. 


States  Office,  Guernsey,  September  13th,  1924. 

Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1923,  with  the  request  that 
it  may  be  printed  as  an  Appendix  to  a “Billet  d’Etat,”  and  that  a 
number  of  copies  (say  100)  be  struck  off  for  distribution  in  the  usual 
way. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  E.  KINNERSLY, 

President,  States  Sanitary  Committee. 

Sir  Havilland  de  Sausmarez,  Bailiff, 

and  President  of  the  States  of  Guernsey. 
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GUERNSEY. 


Guernsey,  the  most  western  of  the  Channel  Islands,  lies  in  the  Bay  of 
Avranches,  82  miles  from  Weymouth,  the  nearest  English  port,  40  from  Cher- 
bourg, and  63  from  St.  Malo. 

It  is  triangular  in  shape,  with  an  area  of  24‘5  square  miles  and  an  acreage 
of  15,654.  The  soil,  composed  of  disintegrated  granite  and  schist,  is  very 
fertile.  Enormous  quantities  of  tomatoes,  grapes  and  other  fruit,  vegetables 
and  flowers  are  grown,  chiefly  under  glass,  for  export. 

This  industry  is  the  chief  one,J&rt  in  addition,  large  quantities  of  granite 
for  road-making  are  exported.  The  rearing,  for  sale  in  England  and  the  United 
States,  of  the  far-famed  Guernsey  cattle  (including  those  from  Alderney  and 
Sark)  is  an  important  industry.  These  cattle  are  highly  prized,  not  only  for 
the  richness  of  their  milk,  but  above  all  for  their  freedom  from  Tuberculosis. 
There  are  two  harbours,  situated  at  St.  Peter-Port  and  St.  Sampson’s,  the  two 
towns  of  the  island. 

The  population  at  the  census  of  1911  was  41,854,  and  in  1921  it  was  stated 
to  be  37,914  with  1,098  visitors. 

Guernsey  is  a health  resort  throughout  the  year,  but  particularly  so  in  the 
summer  and  autumn  months.  Not  only  are  its  natural  beauties  so  great,  but 
its  salubrious  yet  bracing  climate  is  highly  attractive.  It  is  cooler  in  summer 
and  warmer  in  winter  than  on  the  mainland. 

Drainage  is  good  and  modern  in  the  towns.  The  water  supply,  now  the 
property  of  the  Government  of  the  island,  is  of  exceptional  purity  and  derived 
from  deep  wells,  but  additional  sources  of  supply  from  streams  have  lately 
been  obtained. 

Guernsey  enjoys  Home  Rule.  With  Alderney  and  Sark  it  forms  a Baili- 
wick and  is  governed  by  a Lieutenant-Governor.  The  Bailiff  is  the  chief  Civil 


Official. 

1922 — Population — Males 18,015 

Females 20,185 


38,200 
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Houses — Inhabited 8,491  I 

Buildings — Uninhabited 682  - 1921 

,,  Constructing 19  J 

Density  of  Population  per  acre 2’4 

,,  ,,  per  square  mile 1,559 

Average  number  of  Inhabitants  per  house  . . 4' 4 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  20- 8 

Death  rate  ,,  (corrected) 13'3 

Infantile  death  rate 73 


Rainfall  average 


1921 

1922 

1923 


36‘7  inches. 


17-7 

36-2 

42-7 


5 J 
55 

5 5 


(In  parts  of  the  Island  the  rainfall  is  only  70  per  cent,  of  the  average.) 

Mean  relative  humidity 84 

Mean  average  temperature 50' 9 

Mean  daily  range 99 

* Average  yearly  hours  of  sunshine,  1903-1922  1,902  8 

„ „ ,,  1923  1,893-4 

* Both  are  records  for  the  British  Isles. 


Tomatoes 
Flowers  . . 
Grapes  . . 
Vegetables 
Granite  . . 


EXPORTS. 


1921 

20,723  tons. 
1,179  „ 

1,737  „ 

4,476  „ 

225,110  ,. 


1922 

17,827  tons. 
1,707  „ 

2,080  ,, 
1,355  „ 

196,570  „ 


1923 

19,241  tons. 
1,619  „ 

1,675  „ 

2,230  „ 

185,740  ,, 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  year  1923. 


POPULATION. 

The  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  was  251.  I 
have,  however,  considered  it  advisable  to  estimate  the  population  as  having 
remained  stationary,  and  for  statistical  purposes  it  will  still  be  reckoned  as 
38,200,  of  which  males  might  number  18,015.  and  females  20,185.  The  local 
figures  of  the  census  taken  in  1921  are  unfortunately  not  yet  published. 
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Table  II. 

ENGLISH  AND  GUERNSEY  STATISTICS. 

Deaths  under 

Birth  Bate  Death  Bate  1 year  per 

per  1,000.  per  1,000.  1,000  births. 


England  and  Wales  .... 

19 

7 . . 

11-6  .. 

. . 69 

96  Great  towns,  including  London 

20 

4 . . 

11-6  .. 

. . 73 

148  Smaller  towns  ....  . . . . 

19 

8 . . 

10-6  .. 

. . 68 

London  ....  .... 

20 

2 

11-2  .. 

. . 61 

Guernsey  ....  ....  . . . . 

20 

8 . . . 

133  .. 

. . 73 

(Corrected). 


BIRTHS. 

The  births  numbered  795— males,  418,  and  females,  576 — equal  to  a rate 
of  20.8  per  1,000.  The  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  19.4,  and 
for  the  years  1903-1912,  25.4.  Still  births  numbered  31,  and  illegitimate 
births  36,  percentages  to  the  total  births  of  3.9  and  4.5  respectively. 

DEATHS. 

There  were  551  deaths  registered  during  the  3'ear,  of  which  8 were  trans- 
ferable. The  total  number  to  be  estimated  was  therefore  543,  a corrected  death 
rate  of  13.3.  The  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  13.5,  and  for  the 
years  1903-1912,  14.6. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  death  rate  was  only  11.6,  and  this  is  the  first 
occasion  on  which  the  rate  has  fallen  below  12  per  1,000.  The  actual  number 
of  deaths  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  the  year  1862,  when  the  population  was 
little  more  than  20,000,000  and  the  death  rate  was  21.4  per  1,000. 

Up  to  the  age  of  15  years  mortality  also  reached  its  lowest  record,  as  was 
the  case  in  Guernsey,  where  the  percentage  of  deaths  under  this  age,  18.5,  is 
exactly  one-half  of  what  it  was  during  the  years  1900-1904. 

I venture  to  hope  that  the  figures  of  the  following  table  will  be  noted,  as 
they  deserve  consideration. 


Percentage 

OF 

Deaths  at 

Different 

Age 

Periods. 

Under 

Years 

Years 

Years 

Under 

Years 

Over 

1 year. 

1-5. 

5-15. 

15-25.  2 

5 years 

25-65. 

65  years. 

1900-1904 

. . 24.0  . . . 

9.0 

...  4.0  . 

. 5.0  ..  . 

42.0 

. . . 27.0 

. . . 30.0 

1905-1909 

. . 22.3  . . . 

8.0 

...  3.0  . 

. 4.6  ... 

38.0 

. . . 28.0 

...  33.0 

1910-1914 

. . 20.2  . . . 

7.2 

. . . 3.3  . 

. 3.8  ... 

34.5 

...  27.8 

...  37.7 

1915-1919 

. . 12.5  . . . 

5.1 

...  3.6  . 

. 4.9  ... 

26.2 

...  33.1 

. . . 40.7 

1920  

. . 12.5  . . . 

5.1 

...  3.6  . 

5.0  . . . 

26.1 

...  33.1 

. . . 40.7 

1921  

. . 12.1  . . . 

2.6 

...  5.0  . 

. 6.2  ... 

25.9 

. . . 30.5 

. . . 43.4 

1922  

. . 13.8  . . . 

3.2 

...  4.1  . 

. 6.9  ... 

28.0 

...  29.2 

. . . 42.8 

1923  

. . 10.6  . . . 

3.9 

. . . 4.0  . . 

5.0  ... 

23.5 

...  27.0 

. . 49.5 
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Deaths  in  public  institutions  were  as  follows  : — 


Town  Hospital  ....  ....  ....  46 

Town  Asylum  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 * 

Castel  Hospital  ....  ....  ....  36 

Castel  Asylum  ....  ....  ....  .... 

King  Edward  Sanatorium  ....  ....  3 

Victoria  Hospital . ....  ....  ....  12 


as 


The  more  important  causes  of  death  compare  with  those  of  previous  years, 
follows  : — 


Measles 

Average 

1906-1923. 

5.9  

1923. 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

5.5  

5 

Epidemic  Enteritis 

. 11.6  

0 

Diphtheria  

4.8  

5 

Senile  Decay 

. 70.1  

72 

Cancer  

. 40.6  

51 

Broncho  Pneumonia  

8.4  

7 

Pneumonia 

. 19.2  

17 

Bronchitis  

. 24.0  

23 

Heart  Disease 

. 64.5  

68 

Apoplexy  

. 31.0  

37 

Tuberculosis,  other  than 
Phthisis  

. 12.0  

11 

Phthisis  

. 38.7  

50 

Influenza  

. 11.3  .... 

0 

(93  in  1918) 


The  effect  of  the  hotter  and  colder  months  of  the  year  as  regards  mortality 
at  the  extremes  of  life  follows  in  1923  the  usual  rule. 

From  May  to  October,  inclusive,  26  children  under  1 year  and  111  persons 
of  65  years  and  upwards,  died,  whilst  between  November  and  April,  inclusive, 
38  children  and  155  aged  adults  died. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  due  to  diseases  of  the  hea.it  and  blood 
vessels  shows  a considerable  and  progressive  increase.  The  increase  of  recent 
years  in  the  deaths  due  to  Cancer  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  is  the  case  in  England 
and  Wales. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  children  who  died  under  the  age  of  1 year  was  58.  a rate  of 
73  per  1.000  births. 

This  I believe  to  be  the  lowest  rate  ever  registered  in  Guernsey.  For  the 
years  1903-1912  it  was  130,  a very  considerable  difference. 
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The  rates  for  the  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  quarters  of  the  year  were  as  follows  : 
95,  58,  66  and  66. 

In  the  parish  of  St.  Peter-Port  the  rate  was  60.5  ; in  St.  Sampson,  67.4, 
in  the  Vale,  55,  and  in  the  other  seven  parishes  100.  In  the  seven  parishes 
there  are  no  Infant  Health  Associations. 

Of  the  58  deaths,  25  or  43  per  cent,  of  the  total  took  place  during  the  first 
month  of  life.  There  were  no  deaths  due  to  Measles,  and  only  three  from 
Whooping  Cough. 

Table  III. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE. 

Total 

Under  Between  weeks  under  Months 


1 week.  1-2.  2-3. 

3-4. 

1 month. 

1-3. 

3-6. 

6-9. 

9-12. 

Total. 

Nervous. 

Meningitis - . . — . . - 

. . - 

- . . 

- . . 

- . . 

1 .. 

1 

Epidemic. 

Whooping  Cough.  ..  . 

. . - 

1 . . 

- . . 

1 . . 

1 . . 

3 

Alimentary. 

Gastritis - . . --  . . - 

. . - 

. . — . . 

2 .. 

- . . 

- . . 

- . . 

2 

Gastro  Enteritis  ....  - . . - . . - 

. . 1 

. . 1 . . 

1 . . 

- . . 

- . . 

— . . 

2 

Jaundice  - . . - . . - 

Septic. 

"" 

1 . . 

"" 

1 

Septicaemia  - ..  - ..  - 

. . - 

- . . 

1 . . 

- . . 

- . . 

1 

Respiratory. 

Bronchitis - . . - . . - 

. . 2 

2 

- . . 

2 . . 

- . . 

- . . 

4 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

. . - 

1 . . 

— . . 

1 . . 

- . . 

2 

Pneumonia  - ..  - ..  - 

. . - 

1 . . 

1 .. 

1 . . 

1 .. 

4 

Infancy. 

Congenital  Malforma- 

tion 1 ..  - ..  - 

. . - 

. . 1 . . 

- . . 

1 . . 

1 . . 

- . . 

3 

Convulsions  1 ..  2 ..- 

. . 1 

. . 4 ... 

1 . . 

2 . . 

1 .. 

3 .. 

11 

Debility  at  Birth ....  1 . . - . . - 

. . 1 

. . 2 . . 

- . . 

- . . 

- . . 

- . . 

2 

Injury  at  Birth  ....  1 . . - . . - 

. . - 

. . 1 . . 

- . . 

- . . 

- . . 

- . . 

1 

Marasmus 1 ..  - ..  1 

. . - 

2 

2 . . 

2 . . 

1 . . 

1 . . 

8 

Premature  Birth  ....  10  . . — . . 1 

. . 1 

. 12  . . 

- . . 

- . . 

- . . 

- . . 

12 

Infective. 

Tuberculosis - ..  - ..  - .. 

- . . 

- . . 

- . . 

- . . 

1 .. 

1 

Total 15  2 2 

XVI  - 1924 
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MARRIAGES. 


There  were  316  marriages  in  1923,  equal  to  a rate  of  16.5  per  1,000.  Of 
these  169  took  place  in  Church  of  England,  39  in  Non-Conformist,  and  33  in 
Roman  Catholic  Churches.  Seventy-five  were  at  the  Greffe  Office. 


The  average  number  of  marriages  during  the  past  five  years  was  296.  The 
three  post-war  years  gave  high  figures,  an  average  of  328. 

The  marriage  rate  has  dropped  22  per  cent,  in  London  since  1920,  and  in 
France  in  the  same  period  the  number  of  marriages  has  declined  from  624,000 
to  356,500. 


Table  IV. 

RETURN  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1923. 

BIRTHS. 


43 

u 

<8 

§ 

to 

h 

Ui 

"a 

«Q 

> 

o 

Ph 

pi 

Ph 

a 

c3 

m 

<D 

*0) 

43 

.2 

"> 

c5 

m 

<D 

u 

.2 

K .22 

b3 

> 

<D 

U 

43 

00 

0) 

u 

H 

s 

< 

aS 

c3 

o 

o 

O 

U1 

m 

> 

o 

m 

coM 

H 

r*4 

m 

m 

PARISH  LETTER  : 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

i 

K 

Total. 

Males 

. 181 

. . 39  . 

. 64  . 

. 3S  . 

. 10  . 

. 15  .. 

2 

. 5 . 

. 48 

. . 16  , 

. . 418 

Females 

. 166 

. . 50  . 

. 45  . 

. 28  . 

. 11  . 

. 21  . 

. 6 . 

. 10  . 

. 33 

..  6 . 

. . 376 

Totals 

. 347 

. . 89  . 

.109  . 

. 66  . 

. 21  . 

. 36  . 

. 8 . 

. 15  . 

. 81 

. . 22 

. . 794 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Males,  12  ; Females,  19). 

17  ..  4 . . 2 . . 3 2 . . - — . . 1 ..  2 . . 31 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

17  .. 

1 . . 5 . . — . 

. 1 

1 ..  1 ..  6 . . 4 

General  Diseases. 

DEATHS. 

Diabetes  

. ..  3 . . 1 . . 1 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis 

. . 1 . . - . . - 

. . 1 . . - . . - 

Heat  Apoplexy 

. ..  1 ......  - 

Intestinal  Parasites  . 

. . . 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever  .... 

. . . 

. . 1 

Epidemic. 

Diphtheria 

1 . . - . . - 

. . 2 . . - . . - 

..-..2..-..- 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

. . 1 . . 1 . . 2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . 

. . . 1 . . 

— 

Para  Typhoid  Fever 

. . 



1 . . 

36 


2 

1 

1 

l 

5 

5 

1 

1 


Carried  forward  8 2 3 4 - 1 - 2 1 1 22 
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Brought  forward 8 2 3 

Infancy. 

Congenital  Malformation  . 1 . . — . . - 

Convulsions  6..-..  2 

Debility  at  Birth  1 ..  1 . . — 

Premature  Birth  5 . . - . . 1 

Marasmus  2 ..  1 ..  2 

Injury  at  Birth - . . 1 . . - 

Old  Age. 

Senile  Decay  44  . . 5 . . 6 

Alimentary. 

Gastric  Ulcer  -..-..1 

Appendicitis  . . 3 . . - . . - 

Strangulated  Hernia  ...  1 . . - . . - 

Intestinal  Obstruction  . . 1 . . - . . - 

Jaundice  2 ..  - ..  - 

Gastro  Enteritis 2 ..  - ..  - 

Enteritis 1 ..  1 ..  - 

Hepatitis - ..  - ..  - 

Peritonitis 1 ..  - ..  - 

Perforation  of  Stomach  . . 1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 1 . . - . . - 

Gastritis 1 ..  - ..  - 

Colitis - ..  1 ..  - 

Circulatory. 

Heart  Disease  36  . . 9 . . 10 

Atheroma 5 ..  - ..  2 

Apoplexy  17  ..  3 ..  1 

Embolism  1 ..  - ..  - 

Thrombosis - . . 1 . . - 

Angina  Pectoris  3..  — ..- 

Pericarditis  1 ..  - ..  - 

Urinary. 

Nephritis 13  ..  7 ..  2 

Cystitis 1 . . - . . 1 

Infective. 

Phthisis  19  ..  8 ..  4 

Tuberculosis  1 . . 1 . . - 

Tubercular  Peritonitis  ... 

Carried  forward  177  41  36 
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4 

- 

1 

2 

1 1 

22 

. . 1 . . 

1 

..  1 





4 

- 

. . - 

. . - . . 1 . . 

3 . . - . . 

12 

9 

. . 2 . . 

1 



3 . . — . . 

12 

. . 1 . . 

- 

. . - 

2 — 

1 . . - . . 

9 

1 

. . 5 . . 4 . . 1 . . - . . 1 . . 5 . . 1 . . 72 


1 ..  4 

1 2 

2 a 

1 ..  - ..  1 


. . 6 

. . .i 

. . z 

. . 1 

. . 1 . . z 

. . - . . 1 

. . o 

. . z . . 

74 

9 

. . 4 

. . - 

2 

. . 3 . . 1 

. . 4 

..  2 .. 

37 

. . - 

. . 1 

. . - 

. . - 

2 

. . - 

. . - 

. . - 

..  1 

2 

. . 1 

. . - 

.. . — 

. . - 

4 

. . — 

. . — 

. . — 

. . — 

. . — . . 

1 

2 

..  1 

. . 1 

. . 2 

. . 1 . . 

29 

. . 3 

. . — 

. . — 

. . — 

5 

. . 4 

. . 1 

. . 3 

O 

. . — . . 

. . 8 

. . 1 . . 

50 

. . 1 

. . - 

. . - 

2 

5 

. . 1 

. . — 

. . — 

. . — 

1 

33 

12 

12 

6 10 

40 

8 
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Brought  forward  177 

Tubercular  Meningitis ....  2 

Tetanus  1 

Dysentery  1 

Syphilis  - 

Tabes  Mesenterica  — 


41 

1 

1 


36  33  12  12 

-..  1 


6 10  40 


8 375 

- ..  4 

— . . 2 

- . . 1 

- . . 2 

1 


Respiratory. 

Bronchitis  16 

Pneumonia  5 

Broncho -Pneumonia  ....  3 

Asthma  - 


2 . . - 

1 . . 2 

1 . . - 


1 . . 1 . . - . . 1 . . - . . 1 . . 1 . . 
3..  3..—  ..1..  2.. 

-..  1 ..  1 1 


23 

17 

7 

1 


Intemperance. 

Alcoholism 2..  — 2 

Cirrhosis 1..  — ..  1 


Tumour. 

Malignant  20  . . 5 . . 5 . . 3 . . 4 . . 3 . . 1 . . 2 . . 6 . . 2 . . 51 

Non-Malignant 1..  — 1.  2 

Septic. 

Septicaemia  1..  — ..  1..  3. 1..  — . 6 

Violence. 

Burns  2..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..  — ..  2 

Suicide  3..-..-..1..-..2..-..  — ..1..-..  7 

Fall  1 . . - . . - ..4..-. 5 

Drowning 1. . 1. . 3.  . — 1 . 6 

Suffocation  1..  1 

Run  Over  - ..1..  — ..  1 


Parturition. 

Haemorrhage  

Nervous. 

Mania  

Dementia 

Paralysis  

Meningitis  

Myelitis  

Acute  Paralysis 

Epilepsy 

Tabes  Dorsalis  


1 

1 

2 


2 


8 

2 

1 


3 


3 


Carried  forward 
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Brought  forward  251  57  50  53  22  20  8 15  51  13  540 

Ill-Defined. 

Natural  Causes 2..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..  2 

Exhaustion  1.  1 

Total 254  57  50  53  22  20  8 15  51  13  543 


Table  V. 


CAUSE  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  OF  DEATHS  REGISTERED 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1923. 


WHOLE  ISLAND. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

General  Diseases. 

Diabetes  — 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis  — 
Heat  Apoplexy  ...  - - 
Intestinal  Parasites  . — 
Rheumatic  Fever ...  — 


1-2  2-5. 


— Between  — 
5-15.  15-25. 

25  to  65. 

Over 

65. 

Total. 

— . . 1 

. . i 1 . . 

3 .. 

5 

— • . . — 

. . 1 . . 

1 .. 

2 

— . . — 

. . — . . 

— . . 

1 

1 . . — 

. . — . . 

— . . 

1 

1 . . — 

. . — . . 

— . . 

1 

Epidemic. 

Diphtheria  — . . — . . 2 . . 3 . . — . . — . . — . . 5 

Whooping  Cough  ..  3..  2..  — . . — . . — ..  — ..  — ..  5 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  — . . • — . . • — ..  1 . . — . . ■ — . . • — ..  1 

Para  Typhoid  Fever  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  1 

Infancy. 

Congenital  Malforma- 
tion   3 . . 1 . . — . . ■ — . . — . . ■ — . . — . . 4 

Convulsions  11..  1..- — . . ■ — ..  — . . ■ — . . ■ — ..  12 

Debility  at  Birth  . . 2 . . — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . 2 

Premature  Birth  . . . 12  . . — . . ■ — ..  — — ..  — ..  12 

Marasmus 8..  1..  — ..  — ..  — . . • — ..  — ..  9 

Injury  at  Birth  ...  1 . . ■ — ..  — . . ■ — ..  — ..  — ..- — ..  1 

Old  Age. 

Senile  Decay — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — . . 72  . . 72 

Alimentary. 

Gastric  Ulcer — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  — ..  1 

Appendicitis  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 . . - — ..  1...  2..  4 

Strangulated  Hernia  — . . ■ — . . ■ — - . . — . . — 2 . . 2 


Carried  forward 40  5 3 7 1 4 81  141 
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Brought  forward 40  5 3 7 1 4 81  141 

Intestinal  Obstruc- 
tion   — . . — ..  — ..  — . . - — ..  3..  — ..  3. 

Jaundice 1..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  l 2 

Gastro  Enteritis  ..  2 . . — — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2 

Enteritis 2..  — ..  — „ . • — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2 

Hepatitis  - — . . — . . — . . — . . — • . . — . . l i 

Peritonitis  - — ... — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 . . — ..  ] 

Perforation  of 

Stomach — ..  — ..  — ..  — - — ..  l . . l 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver .. . - — . . • — — ..  — ..  1..—-..  1 

Gastritis  — . . — . . — . . — • . . - — . . — . . l . . l 

Colitis  - — ..  — ..  — — - . . - — ..  — ..  1..  1 

Circulatory. 

Heart  Disease — — ..  — ..  1 ..  — . . 24  . . 49  74 

Atheroma — ..  — ..  — ■ . . — — ..  3..  6..  9 

Apoplexy — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . 10  . . 27  . . 37 

Embolism — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2..  2 

Thrombosis  — — . . — . . 2 . . 2 

Angina  Pectoris ....  — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . 1 . . 3 . . 4 

Pericarditis  — — . . 1 . . — . . — . . — - . . 1 

Urinary. 

Nephritis  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  10  ..  12  ..  29 

Cystitis — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . 1 . . 4 . . 5 

Infective. 

Phthisis  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 . . 19  . . 26  . . 4 ..  50 

Tuberculosis  1 . . — . . — . . — . . 1 . . 3 . . — . . 5 

Tubercular  Peritonitis — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — ..  1 

„ Meningitis—  ..  1..  1..  2..  — ..  — ..  — ..  4 

Tetanus  — . . — . . — . . 1 . . — . . 1 . . — . . 2 

Dysentery  — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . 1 . . 1 

Syphilis  — ..  2..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2 

Tabes  Mesenterica  . — . . 1 . . — . . — — . . — . . 1 

Respiratory. 

Bronchitis  4 . . 1 . . 1 . . — — . . 17  . . 23 

Pneumonia 4..  1..  — ..  2..  — ..  1..  9..  17 

Broncho  Pneumonia  2 . . — . . 1 . . — . . — . . 1 . . 3 . . 7 

Asthma — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . 1 . . 1 


Carried  forward 56  11  6 15  22  97  226  433 
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Brought  forward  . . . 

. 56 

11 

6 

15 

22  97 

226 

433 

Intemperance. 

Alcoholism 

O 

2 

„ Cirrhosis 

. — . . 

— . . 

— . . 

— . . 

— . . 1 

• • • • 

1 

Tumour. 

Malignant 

- ..  22 

..  29  .. 

51 

Non-Malignant  . . 

. — . . 

— . . 

— . . 

— . . 

2 

• • • • 

2 

Septic. 

Septicaemia  

. 1 . . 

— . . 

1 . . 

1 . . 

— 1 

2 

6 

Violence. 

Burns 

— 

. . 

. . 

— 

— . . 1 

. . i . . 

2 

Suicide 

. — . . 

— . . 

• — . . 

— . . 

— - . . 6 

. . i . . 

7 

Drowning 

. — . . 

— . . 

— . . 

— . . 

1 . . 1 

. . 4 . . 

6 

Fall  

. — . . 

— . . 

— - . . 

3 . . 

. t 2 

. . — . . 

5 

Suffocation 

. — . . 

— . . 

1 . . 

— . . 

. . 

. . — . . 

1 

Run  Over  

. — . . 

— . . 

■ — . . 

1 r-. 

— . . — 

. . — . . 

1 

Parturition. 

Haemorrhage  

. . — . 

— . 

— . 

. 

. — . . 1 

1 

Nervous. 

Mania  

. . 

, . 

■ — . . 

. . 

— ..  1 

. . . . 

1 

Dementia  

. — . . 

— . . 

— . . 

. . 

— . . - — 

2 

2 

Paralysis  

. — . . 

— . . 

— . . 

. . 

— 2 

. . — . . 

2 

Meningitis  

. 1 . . 

■ — . . 

1 . . 

1 . . 

2 . . 3 

. , — . . 

8 

Myelitis  

. — . . 

— . . 

— . . 

1 . . 

— . . — 

. . 1 . . 

2 

Acute  Paralysis  . 

. — . . 

- — . . 

— . . 

. . 

• — . . • — 

. . 1 . . 

1 

Epilepsy  

. — . . 

— . . 

— . . 

. . 

1 . . 1 

. . 1 . . 

3 

Tabes  Dorsalis 

. — . . 

— . . 

• — . . 

. . 

— 3 

. . — . . 

3 

Ill-Defined. 

Natural  Causes  . . 

. — . . 

1 . . 

— . . 

. . 

1 . . — 

. . — . . 

2 

Exhaustion  

— . . 

— . . 

. . 

— . . — 

. . 1 . . 

1 

Totals  

12  . . 

9 .. 

22  . . 

27  ..146 

. . 269  . . 

543 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  were  the  cases  notified  during  the  year.  Diphtheria,  122  ; 
Typhoid  and  Para  Typhoid  Fevers,  20  ; Encephalitis  Lethergica,  1 ; Cerebro 
Spinal  Fever,  1 ; and  Phthisis,  10.  There  were  no  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

KING  EDWARD  SANATORIUM. 

There  were  147  cases  admitted — 120  Diphtheria  ; 17  Typhoid  and  Para 
Typhoid,  and  10  Phthisis.  There  were  three  deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  one  of  the  two  new  wooden  wards  sanctioned 
by  the  States  was  completed,  thus  adding  about  12  beds  to  the  accommodaton 
of  the  institution.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  use  of  it  during  the 
year.  The  erection  of  the  second  ward  was  abandoned  on  account  of  the 
estimates  of  cost  being  largely  exceeded. 

DIPHTHERIA  IN  1923. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May.  June.  July.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  T’l. 

St.  Peter-Port  1 ..10  ..  7 ..12  ..  4 ..  4 ..  2 ..  - ..  3 ..  1 ..  9 ..  8 ..  61 


St.  Sampson  - . . 1 . . 2 . . 2 . . 3 . . 1 . . 1 . . 1 . . - . . 2 . . 1 . . 2 . . 16 

Vale  - ..  - ..  1 ..  1 ..  - ..  5 ..  3 ..  - ..  - ..  1 ..  2 ..  2 ..  15 

Castel  1 1 1 ..  1 ..  4 

St.  Saviour  1 1 

St.  Peter’s 1 1 

Torteval - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  ~ ..  - ..  - ..  - 

Forest 1 . . - . . 10  . . - . . - . . - . . - . . - , . - . . - . . 1 . . - . . 12 

St.  Martin  1 1 1 1 ..  4 

St.  Andrew  2 ..  5 ..  1 ..  8 


4 11  20  16  7 10  7 2 3 7 20  15  122 

DIPHTHERIA. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease,  122  cases,  was  still  heavy,  although  fortu- 
nately less  than  in  the  two  preceding  years — 278  and  179  cases. 

These  three  years  seem  to  have  been  ones  of  exceptionally  high  prevalence 
almost  all  over  the  world,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  the  next  two  or 
three  years  will  be  ones  with  lessened  incidence.  August  and  September  were 
the  months  of  lowest  prevalence.  Torteval  was  the  only  parish  without  a 
case.  The  three  most  populous  parishes  were  answerable  for  92  of  the  cases. 

Forest  had  12  cases.  As  a result  of  a fatal  case  which  was  overlooked  until  a 
few  hours  before  death  occurred,  8 cases  were  notified  from  one  family,  which 
was  living  under  most  insanitary  and  overcrowded  conditions.  In  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year  eight  cases  occurred  in  St.  Andrew’s  parish,  all  being 
school  children.  Of  the  120  cases  treated  at  the  Sanatorium,  3 died.  Of  the 
2 others,  one  died  at  home  before  it  had  been  seen  by  a doctor,  and  the  second, 
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the  nature  of  whose  illness  had  not  been  recognised  until  the  child  developed 
late  paralysis,  in  the  Town  Hospital. 

Concealment  of  illness  was  perhaps  not  so  marked  as  in  previous  years, 
but  still  it  was  answerable  for  a large  percentage  of  the  cases. 

CASES  TREATED  AT  THE  SANATORIUM  AND  AT  HOME,  1923. 
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CASES  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  FOR  1923. 

Under  25  and 

1 Year.  1-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-25  over.  Total. 

Diphtheria  - — - . . 23  . . 47  . . 30  . . 8 . . 6 . . 8 . . 122 

Typhoid  Fever  — ..  2..  2..  8..  1..  3..  4 . . 20 

TYPHOID  AND  PARA  TYPHOID  IN  1923. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May.  June.  July.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  ' T’L 


St.  Peter-Port  ...  1..-..  2 1 ..  1 5 

St.  Sampson  .....  -..1..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..  1 

Vale  -..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..1..-..-..  1 

Castel  - ..  1 ..  4 . 5 

St.  ^Saviour  -..-..2..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..  2 

St.  Peter’s - 

Torteval  - 

Forest - 

St.  Martin  - ..  1.  . 2.  .1. 4 

St.  Andrew  - 


Totals 1 3 10  1 - - 1 1 - 1 - - 18 
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TYPHOID  AND  PARA  TYPHOID  FEVERS. 

There  were  18  cases  of  these  diseases  notified,  and  2 cases  admitted  as 
doubtful,  one  being  Tuberculosis  and  the  other  Influenza.  The  first  case  in 
January  was  one  of  illness  contracted  in  England.  In  February  there  were  2, 
and  in  March  10.  Four  of  these  came  from  the  Castel  Hospital,  and  2 from 
St.  Saviour.  In  April  there  was  1 case  contracted  in  Jersey.  In  May  and  June 
there  were  none.  In  July  and  August  1 each,  and  in  October  1.  In  three  of 
the  country  cases,  the  water  supply  was  of  bad  quality,  and  in  another  gross 
sanitary  defects  existed,  which  were  promptly  remedied.  One  case  died  at 
home,  but  there  were  no  deaths  amongst  the  other  cases  isolated. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  was  no  less  than  61,  50  being  due 
to  Phthisis  and  11  to  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  equal  to  rates  of  1.3  and  0.3 
per  1,000  respectively.  This  number  is  considerably  above  the  average  of  the 
years  1906-1922,  viz.,  50.  There  were  22  female  deaths  at  an  average  age  of 
28.2  years,  and  28  male  deaths  at  an  average  age  of  42.2  years.  No  less  than 
7 of  the  latter  or  25  per  cent,  died  over  the  age  of  60  years.  Five  deaths  were 
those  of  ex-service  men. 

I know  of  no  satisfactory  explanation  to  account  for  the  very  heavy  and 
unusual  incidence  of  the  disease  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  notified 
was,  as  usual,  small  as  compared  with  the  deaths,  being  32,  just  above  50  per 
cent,  of  them. 

Two  children  were  admitted  to  the  Sanatorium  in  the  pre-tuberculous 
stage,  who  improved  greatly,  and  8 suffering  from  Phthisis,  3 of  them  being 
pensioners.  Five  of  them  were  greatly  benefited  by  treatment,  and  3 were  in 
so  advanced  a stage  that  no  permanent  improvement  was  possible. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  AND  DISINFECTION. 


During  the  year  260  houses  were  visited  and  re-visited,  many  at  the  request 
of  the  Constables.  Any  defects  found  in  them  were  remedied.  216  houses 
were  disinfected,  as  well  as  5,969  articles  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc.  No  claim 
for  any  damaged  articles  was  made. 


STATES’  LABORATORY. 


281  specimens  of  various  kinds  were  examined,  a number  considerably 
smaller  than  is  usual. 


THALASSOL. 


9,525  gallons  of  this  disinfectant  were  manufactured  during  the  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  works  connected  with  the  King’s  Mills  stream  were,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  almost  completed.  Some  water  from  this  source  was  used  during  the 
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year,  but  that  from  the  wells  and  the  St.  Saviour’s  stream  provided  the  greater 
part  of  the  supply. 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Committee  dealing  with  this  matter  have  been  active  during  the  year, 
and  held  a large  number  of  meetings. 

They  have  provided  accommodation  for  eighteen  families,  but  the  results 
of  their  work  will  be  more  apparent  in  the  course  of  the  next  year  or  two. 

About  150  years  ago  Dr.  Johnson  stated  that  “ a decent  provision  for  the 
poor  is  the  true  test  of  civilisation.”  The  strength,  even  the  existence  of  a 
State,  depends  upon  the  unit  of  the  family.  The  moral  and  physical  condition 
of  the  family  can  only  be  good  when  the  homes  of  the  nation,  as  a whole,  provide 
the  decencies  and  comforts  necessary  for  the  up-bringing  of  children,  fit  to 
become  citizens  of  no  mean  Empire.  No  one  could  say  that  all  is  well  with  us 
in  this  respect  ; people  are  still  living  in  our  midst  with  impossible  surroundings, 
but  the  States  have  realised  their  great  responsibilities  in  the  matter,  and  shown 
an  earnest  determination  to  improve  the  home  conditions  of  those  unfortunate 
people  who  are  now  living  under  conditions  most  prejudicial  to  their  well-being. 

I have  this  year  adopted  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  that 
annual  reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  might  well  be  less  detailed  in 
ordinary  years,  but  that  from  time  to  time  fuller  “ survey  ” reports  might  be 
issued.  This  will  enable  the  survey  reports  to  be  written  during  the  years 
when  the  incidence  of  work  is  light,  will  save  expense  in  printing,  and  be  a great 
boon  to  the  officials  concerned,  particularly  those  who  have  to  work  as  I have 
here,  entirelv  single-handed. 

HY.  DRAPER  BISHOP, 

States’  M.O.H. 


